ORD;
great excess.es, is found in the plan of St. Philip Neri, to arrest the attention of those to whom he preached, hy procuring the execution of pieces of sacred music of more than common interest before and after his sermon. This custom, which commenced in the congregation of the OKATORY, (whence the name Oratorio,] was imitated by all the societies of the same foundation, and soon became so popular that the best masters both in composition and in execution were found to take a part in it. The performance in the time of St. Philip Neri himself was scarcely more than a cantata, but it soon after assumed a more perfectly dramatic fonn, being distributed between several persons, and accompanied with action, and scenic representation, so as to present much the character of a musical mystery (See Mystery.) In this way many sacred subjects were performed, such as Job and his friends, the Good Samaritan, and the Prodigal Son.
In England the performance of Oratorios has entirely outstripped the first and innocent use of those pieces, in subordination to the service of the Church; and has even displaced in many instances the daily assembly of the faithful within the walls of our more noble Churches and Cathedrals. Many days'preparation being necessary before the sacred edifice can be prepared to receive the greater number of musicians, and the conflux of visitors : and during this time the ordinary choral service must of course be suspended. This forcibly suggests the consideration, whether any music is admissible in Churches, which is not subordinate to the solemn service to which they are consecrated.
Among the most celebrated Oratorios are the Messiah of Handel, and the Creation of Haydn.
ORDERS, HOLY. " It is evident unto all men diligently reading the Holy Scriptures and ancient authors, that from the Apostles' time, there have been these orders of ministers in CHRIRT'S Church, Bishops, Priests and Deacons, which officers were evermore had in such reverend estimation, that no man might presume to execute any of them, except he were first called, tried, examined, and known to have such qualities as are requisite for the same; and also by public prayer with imposition of hands, were approved and admitted thereunto by lawful autho-